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North Street Records isn't just a store; it's a cornerstone of Normal's music scene, celebrating its
impressive 20th anniversary this year as a beloved part of the Uptown Normal central business
district.

The story begins with the owners' shared love of music. They built their record collection while
working together at Mother Murphy's, an iconic local headshop and “Rock N’ Roll Emporium”
specializing in cannabis and tobacco paraphernalia as well as classic music memorabilia. Their
passion fueled their dream, leading them to open their own store in Uptown Normal, which they
regarded as “a destination of music and fun," a spirit that endures today.

Back when the store first opened, record collecting was a niche hobby. "Customers were rare,"
recalls co-owner Rob Streibech. Despite the slow start, their love for music never wavered.
Co-owner Jeff Wilson, known as a tastemaker for Normal's music scene, stocked local CDs in
the store and even booked punk and rock bands to play within their cramped storefront. As music
culture shifted and vinyl regained popularity, so did North Street Records. Uptown Normal's
transformation from more than a college town to a tourist destination further boosted business.
Their proximity to Waiting Room Records, another beloved record store that opened the same
year, created a hub for local music enthusiasts.

The impact of these two local record stores continues to this day. Owners of Waiting Room
Records have further grown the popularity of records through promotional sales and the spread
of local music and awareness for the Humane Society of Central Illinois through a collaboration
with Town of Normal to create the small music festival, “Look We're Just Trying to Do
Something Nice, Ok? Live @ Connie Link.” North Street Records' influence continues when
Jim, another co-owner, leveraged his connections to bring his favorite band, The Supersuckers,
to Normal's Make Music Normal festival; their headline performance will take place starting at
8:45 p.m. Saturday, June 29 on the North Street stage. A dedicated fan, Jim has seen them
perform over 30 times, amassing a large signed-record collection and a personal connection with
the band. This long-standing love and connection helped Town of Normal staff secure them for
the festival, which celebrates its own milestone (10th) anniversary this year.

The music-loving owners of North Street Records have a simple mission: to share their passion
and spark joy in others. Their dedication ensures that North Street Records will continue to be a
vibrant hub for music lovers in Normal for years to come.



